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The last frontier: Gary Jakiel, of Extreme Wall Systems LLC, stands in Nichole Kooistra's now-organized garage in
Grandville. Below, the beautician's three-stall garage had been a catch-all for the family's clutter.

DRIVE OUT GARAGE CLUTTER

TODAY’S SIMPLE CHANGES CQEATE ROOM FOR CARS TOMORROW

BY JOHN HOGAN
THE GRAND RAPIDS PRESS
t happens to everyone: The first
taste of winter finds us buying
yet another snowbrush or snow
shovel, even though we bought
new ones last year.

But, when your garage is in a state
of chaos — filled with everything but
the car — finding what you need at a
moment’s notice is like finding a
needle in the proverbial haystack.

‘Gary Jakiel teels your pain.

The married father of three has
been there, done that. He now
wants to make sure you never buy
another snowbrush again — at least
not until the one you just bought
wears out.

“If you have an unorganized ga-
rage, people have a tendency to buy
the same item again and again,” he
said.

“People collect gas cans, snow-
brushes, they may have two or three
items because they can’t find the
items they need when they need it.
We have it pegged because we’ve
been in it for a while.”

The “it” Jakiel refers to is
garage organization.

He makes it his business
to get clutter off the floor,
out of corners and out of the
way. By the time he is fin-
ished, you may have room to
park two cars in your 2V/z-stall
attached garage.

From garage organization sys-
tems to shiny, stain resistant
floors, the last frontier of the
American homefront is getting
attentiomn.

“People are going to a lot of pains
to make the garage look good,” said
Matt Reinsma, director of opera-
tions for homebuilder Scott Christo-
pher Inc.

“It's the first place you see when
you come home, but it is the last
place to be spruced up.”
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A makeover

Here’'s how to make the garage clean, safe and
organized:
= Clean the floor. Seal concrete or coat with epoxy.
Free valuable floor space by installing shelves,
baskets, hooks and cabinets on the walls for
storage. )
= Consolidate: Throw away stuff you don’t use, sell
it or donate to charity.
= Categorize: Put like items together, such as tools,
sporting equipment, gardening equipment and
holiday
decorations.
Once grouped,
assian certain
cabinets, bins or
shelves for each,
based on
frequency of use.
(shown: The
Cezanne Multi-
use Sports
System frqm
thearefofstorage.com.
Price: $199.99)
= Be Safe: Store
chemicals, sharp or
dangerous
items on high
shelves orin
locked
cabinets.
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GARAGE ORGANIZING CHEAPER THAN ADDING ON

CONTINUED FROM K1

Not anymore.

The days of dusty old
shelves lined with Maxwell
House coffee cans filled with
nails, oil-stained floors and
hoses suspended from the raf-
ters are out.

Extreme makeover

Today, you are more likely
to see epoxy floors, recessed
lighting and enamel-coated
storage units affixed to
painted walls.

Part of the phenomenon is
fueled by disgust. Two car ga-
rages have become too
crammed with junk to house
one car, let alone two, as the
garage takes on the role of
dumping ground for our junk.

The garage is the one room
that has its door open to the

‘world every day, and who re-

ally likes displaying an un-

‘sightly mess to the neighbor-

hood?

Not Nichole Kooistra.

The Grandville beautician’s
three-stall garage has been a
catch-all for the family’s clut-
ter.

“Right now, it’s horrible —
just horrible,” Kooistra said.
“All three stalls are a mess
right now.”

That was on a Monday. By
Friday — with her husband
away on a hunting trip — the
garage was transformed into
an organized oasis, of sorts,
thanks to two days’ labor by
Gary and Stacie Jakiel, the
husband-wife team behind
Extreme Wall Systems LLC.

“See my slat walls? There’s
no screw heads showing. Isn't
that nice?” Gary Jakiel said
while installing 8-inch U-
hooks on panels he installed
over a bare stud wall.

Ceiling to floor panels
cover 14 of the three-stall ga-
rage, or about 210 square feet,
with overhead storage bins on
one wall.

The $2,000 price tag in-
cludes the wall panels,
shelves, tool racks, storage
bins and hooks, fully installed.
The do-it-yourselfer can get
the materials for $800 to
$1,000 from Extreme, which
has a showroom at 7444 S. Di-
vision Ave.

Kooistra spent the $2,000
so the work would be done
while her husband was away
on a hunting trip and is well

worth the peace of mind that
comes from a de-cluttered ga-
rage, which seems to bother
her more than her husband,
Dave.

“It's been an ongomg bat-
tle. He's not picky, I am,”
Kooistra said.

There are 65 million ga-
rages in the U.S,, and demand
for bigger ones is growing
daily, according to the Na-
tional Association' of Home
Builders.

With the local economy
what it is, more people are
opting to organize the garage
they have rather than adding
on.

Helping homeowners deal
with all this space are more
than 500 organizing busi-
nesses that specialize in ga-
rages — twice as many as in
2000, according to the Na-
tional Association of Profes-
sional Organizers.

Organization products in
general are an $800-million-a-
year industry. And while it is
possible to spend tens of
thousands of dollars redoing
the garage, the good news is it
can be done for a lot less.
Home Depot reports the aver-
age garage makeover pur-
chase runs about $500.

On the ground floor

Working your way to an
organized garage begins by
clearing it out. That is the ad-
vice of Chris Wessely, who
specializes in garage floor
makeovers.

His company, EnviroSeal
LLC, provides a portable stor-

CONNECT

= | earn more about wall organization
systems at extremewallsystems.com.
For specialty storage products, visit
theartofstorage.com.

= Find information on epoxy floars at
envirosealllc.com or by calling
Enviroseal at (616) 667-2147. Contact
Take it for Granite at (616) 745-4546.
For information on garage floor paints
and sealants, visit
Quikretecoating.com.

= A new Web site promotes the latest
garage door products. Visit
GarageWowNow.com.

= (iladiator GarageWorks storage
products: Visit oladiatorgw.com.
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Before: A plain concrete
floor, above, is unprotected.

After: An epoxy coat by
Enviroseal makes it shine.

age unit to store your junk
while the garage floor gets an
epoxy coating.

More builders are covering
concrete garage floors with a
heavy-duty epoxy coating,
which creates a finished ]oo&
is easy to clean and comes i
a wide array of glossy colors.

Home builder Kirby Knott,
who with partner Bob Reinink
started a garage floor coating
business called Take It for
Granite, transforms concrete
surfaces.

Their works were featured
in the recent Fall Parade of
Homes, including a 2,075-
square-foot ranch Knott built
in Cannon Township. The
epoxy floor coating makes
concrete garage floors look
like real granite or terrazzo.
Knott applies three layers and
the epoxy closely imitates
granite with its three-
dimensional effects and in-
tense colors.

“Until you finish that floor,
it still has this unfinished
look.,” said Reinsma, of Scott
Christopher Inc.

“When you add this epoxy
flooring, it pulls it all to-
gether.”

Even concrete with some
cracks and other defects are
not beyond help. “The epoxy
goes a long way in disguising
those,” Reinsma said.

Quikrete International Inc.
has a wide selection of con-
crete  sealers, paints and
epoxy products for the do-it-
yourselfer.

Things are looking up
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